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COWBOY TO POLAND 


I recently returned from a trip to Poland as a 
“cowboy” and have been asked to give some of 
my impressions. It should be understood that 
these impressions were formed from a very hasty 
visit of a very small portion of Poland—the coast 
area between Danzig and Gydnia. Of the thirty- 
nine days involved going from California to 
Poland and back, only three were spent in Poland. 


To say the trip was enjoyable would not be 
quite honest. It was certainly worthwhile and an 
enlightening experience. Whatever may have 
been my thoughts about the project before the 
trip, I found it extremely difficult to be idealistic 
during the voyage. The very experience of trying 
to feed the horses with the boat swaying, some- 
times half nauseated from the heat and stench, 
other times seasick, weak yet forced to go on, the 
constant getting wet as one watered the animals, 
being slobbered upon and sometimes bit made it 
anything but easy to be idealistic about the ven- 
ture. Futhermore the close, inevitable confine- 
ment with fellow cowboys, many of whom were 
quite undesirable and morally unfit for such a 
project made it trying to say the least. 


It was my misfortune to be a part of a crew of 
men who were the most irresponsible individuals 
with whom I’ve ever been associated. I felt it 
most regrettable that such a worthwhile project 
should be so carelessly manned. Two examples 
will indicate what I mean; when passing through 
the Kiel canal in northern Germany the conduct 
of some was most obnoxious. Two brothers, in 
their 40’s, possessed of a hatred for the “enemy” 
shouted curses at the people. The hope is that 
none understood English! Others, through re- 
marks and meaningful actions were utterly con- 
temptuous of the dignity of womanhood. In 
Poland there was a grand scramble to deal in the 
black market, selling cigarettes or trading them 
for goods such as binoculars, cameras and 
watches. Besides that there was general carousing 
in drinking and patronage of prostitutes. Good 
public relations? 


One of the interesting characters in the cow- 
boy crew was an ex-major who had been sta- 
tioned in Germany, France and Poland. His last 
assignment was that of being in charge of a dis- 
placed persons camp in Poland. While there he 
met and married a Polish girl; she had spent a 
long time in German slave labor camps and had 
seen her husband shot in a purge. It is apparently 
impossible for a native Polish person to get out 
of Poland and so he had to leave her in Poland 
on his release. Since that time he had made sev- 
eral trips as a cowboy in order to spend some 


time with her always hopeful that he could ar- 
range her passage to the United States. This 
time he was confident that he could complete 
arrangements. He did. On the fifth day out from 
Poland — too far to turn back — it was learned 
that there was a stowaway on board. It was his 
wife. It made the return trip much more interest- 
ing and it was good to note the reaction of the 
immigration officials when we docked in Norfolk. 
They were receptive and helpful. 

Once in Poland the three days there were well 
filled with viewing some of the devastation and 
trying to talk with a few people. As a whole it 
left me with a very depressed feeling. Perhaps, 
the cold, bleak, cloudy days were a factor in this 
feeling. I think, too, seeing these people with 
their tired faces, dressed in old, drab clothes had 
a psychological effect. Yet there was a dignity 
and respectability in spite of their material handi- 
caps. And when I saw the clean shaven men I 
couldn’t help but wonder: “Why should they 
shave? In fact how can they afford the cost?” 

There was another indication of a resolute- 
ness and determination to carry on which inter- 
ested and amazed me. People have made their 
homes again in the midst of and from the debris 
and wreckage. In the windows of many of these 
homes are flowers, potted flowers. Most of them 
geraniums. 

I don’t think I can describe realistically the 
condition of a bombed and shelled city to those 
who have not witnessed such devastation. I think 
my first reaction at seeing the damage was that 
of horror and then regret that it was so. It was 
not just building after building, but block after 
block completely destroyed. After more than 
eighteen months there were still many streets in 
Danzig covered with debris with just a footpath 
leading through them. There is a point I wish te 
mention in this regard. The third day as a friend 
and I were in Danzig to do some shopping we 
were walking along, rather hurriedly, when sud- 
denly we became aware of the fact that we were 
not so conscious of the ruins around us as we 
had been. I don’t know how “good” or “bad” 
that may be — whether that sort of forgetting 
is a result of having a definite purpose or if it is 
merely being so calloused that the initial shock 
or reaction is soon forgotten. Perhaps, the same 
reasoning applies to the experience of witnessing 
murder as it takes place in war... We visited 
the battle field where fifty thousand men lost 
their lives in the battle for Danzig in March, 1945. 
The skeletons of many of the bodies, all left un- 
buried, were still visible. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Meetings 


London, Meeting of (Sufferings 

As the English government embarks on a 
policy of peace-time conscription the executive 
body of English Friends approved a minute from 
which the following quotations are taken: 

“It is with deep concern that we note the 
decision of the Government to introduce in the 
near future a measure for continued military 
conscription. We believe that such a measure 
will place on many young lives a burden bringing 
to them moral and spiritual injury, and that its 
introduction at this time will make harder the 
carrying out of any general measure of disarma- 
ment with which the future peace of the world 
is closely linked. 

“We recognize that the Government faces 
grave difficulties in international relationships but 
we cannot accept conscription as the right method 
of meeting them. The system by which every 
young man in the country must be trained and 
prepared to take the lives of his fellow men at 
the command of the state is repugnant to the 
highest and best within us all. It is contrary to 
the spirit and example of Christ. 

“We recognize the duty of every citizen to 
serve the community of which he is a member 
not for one or two years but throughout life. But 
this service should be a creative and not a destruc- 
tive one. The Christian citizen is called to serve 
not his own country alone, but the whole family 
of nations in unbroken loyalty to the world-wide 
Kingdom of God.” Signed, Lewis W. Headley, 
Clerk. Se 


Orange Grove Meeting 


News of members:Pat Lloyd left Christmas night 
with a minute from the meeting on a business and 
visiting trip to Philadelphia and New York 
Gladys Greist, who recently fractured her hip, is well 
on the road to recovery .. . Christmas greetings were 
received from Leila Pennock, Zanesfield, Ohio . 
George and Susan Howell are grandparents of twins 
William Henry and Phoebe Jane born to Phoebe 
Howell Taylor on January 2. 

New officers for the year are: Presiding Clerk, 
Elsie Dorland; Recording Clerk, Helen Sawa; Treas- 
urer, Patrick Lloyd; Historian, Mary Thornton; Cor- 
responding Clerk, Edwin Sanders; Chairman of Com- 
mittee of Overseers, Asenath Young; Chairman of 
Committee of Ministry and Education, John Dorland. 


World Community Plan 


The Friends Bulletin has just received correspond- 
ence from the Service-Nation Movement (“Pledged 
to a World View of the World’—20 Buckingham St., 
Strand, London, W.C. 2) requesting publicity for the 
purposes and program of that movement. At the 
outbreak of World War II the thought of Hugh J. 
Schonfield, author and student of history, had seized 
upon the Biblical concept of a Servant-Nation min- 
istering to the family of nations, as supplying the 
key to the problem of war and peace. With sponsors 
Ruth A. Fry, Corder Catchpool, Mrs. Daniel Hanbury, 
Reginald A. Smith and Carlin Capper Johnson the 
movement aims to develop individuals committed to 
the principles of Service, Mediation and Example 
who will be ready to assume citizenship in the Service- 
Nation when it is legally constituted. A publication, 
“World Citizen’ provides a forum and exchange of 
news and views. Our communication came from 
Mervyn A. Taggart of the Downside School, Purley, 
Surrey. 


University Friends Meeting Seattle 


From the Bulletin of the University Friends Meet- 
ing (3959 15th N. E., Seattle 5, Washington) comes 
the following news: 

“Word comes from Dorothydee Pinney Surratt 
(Shelton, Washington) of the arrival of William Porter 
Surratt IIT on December 19... Ruane and Howard 
Scott with their children Karen and Kenneth Brian 
are now living at Rte. 1, Woodville, Washington . . 
Pegeen Sylvester came over from Yakima to be in 
meeting on Sunday, January 5, and to visit with Beat- 
rice Shipley who has been in Seattle from the 2nd 
to the 9th of January to visit the meeting and old 
friends. . 

The Religious Education Committee with a new 
chairman, Rebecca Heidelbaugh, plans a series of 
studies on the devotional history and development of 
the Society of Friends at its regular 10:00 hour on 
Sundays. On February 12 and 19 Benjamin Darling 
will lead on “Quaker Beginnings” and on February 26 
Ray Newton will be the leader. 


Visitors coming to Seattle in the near future are 
Scott Nearing, January 19 to 23, to give a series of 
meetings; Ray Newton, January 26 to 29, secretary of 
the Peace Section of the American Friends Service 
Committee will speak at 8:00 o’clock at the Friends 
Center on “Peace-Time Conscription’: Clarence Pick- 
ett, February 14 to 17, general secretary of the 
A.F.S.C.: Alexander Purdy, March 30 to April 8, a lead- 
ing Friend and Hosmer Professor of New Testament 
at Hartford Theological Seminary, will lead several 
meetings under the sponsorship of the Friends Center. 


Friends House Minute 


Friends have asked for the following text of the 
minute which was approved by the Friends House 
Committee of the Southern California Branch of the 
American Friends Service Committee when confronted 
by the possibility of the neighbors of the house taking 
action in protest against the interracial program con- 
ducted there. “We reaffirm our expressed belief in the 
equality of men, our faith that human destiny is 
working toward the brotherhood of mankind, and our 
purpose to work toward these ends as well as to op- 
pose, in principle and in action, those attitudes and 
activities which contravene them. This means a reaf- 
firmation of our belief in the Friends House program 
and a clear purpose to express these principles in our 
everyday life in the Friends House neighborhood and 
in a court of law, should we be sued by those who 
enforce restrictive covenants. We understand our edu- 
cational efforts not as a means to forestall or prevent 
such a suit, but as an expression of our essential and 
basic purpose, which we intend to carry on at all 
times and in the spirit which, as it grows among men, 
will take away the occasion for restrictive covenants 
and other such discriminations.” 


Claremont 


News from Claremont meeting is that the meeting 
“which has persisted stoutly through five years with 
an average of perhaps, six or eight in attendance, has 
this year sprung to an average of about fifteen. The 
statements of affiliation and conduct of the meeting 
which the group drew up and which were printed in 
the May, 1946 issue of the Bulletin are now printed on 
small cards to be presented to interested visitors. Our 
business meetings are scheduled for the second Sun- 
day of each month, following pot-luck suppers in 
alternate months and following the unprogrammed 
meetings otherwise. 

The service aspect of our meeting has taken the 
form of securing donations from the community of 
$1705, principally to feed starving children of the 
world through the A.F.S.C. The quality of the unpro- 
grammed meeting has improved, both in the nature 
of the thoughts shared and in the manner of sharing 
them.” Hugh Hamilton 
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Japan 

Luanna J. Bowles, a niece of Gilbert Bowles, for- 
mer teacher in the Friends Girls School in Japan is 
now there with the State Department. The Japan 
Friends News (No. 8, 20 So. 12th St., Philadelphia, 
Pa.) quotes from a letter which she wrote this fall: 

“...It is seven weeks now Since I began work 
with the staff of the Education Division of the Civil 
Information and Education Section of SCAP (Su- 
preme Command of Allied Powers) in Tokyo... 

“Since the Education Division opened a year ago, 
the group working with the Japanese Ministry of 
Education have made considerable progress toward 
the new curriculum and new text books for the 
schools, when they open another school year in April, 
1947. For the present year, because of short time, 
only Japanese History, Geography and Morals are 
using revised texts ... Other texts were revised by 
physical deletions. But with the new year of 1947, 
there will be all new texts, rewritten by the Ministry 
of Education and committees of our Education Di- 
vision . . . Major Osborne and I are jointly in charge 
of secondary education, but I have a special concern 
in the education of girls. Based on a long history 
of generally accepted concepts... that women are 
weaker intellectually than men, the secondary schools 
are very complex in organization. Compulsory edu- 
cation applied to both boys and girls, but extended 
only through the sixth grade. In them the course 
of study was in general the same for both. At least 
half of the money to support these schools comes 
from the National Budget, and they are called Na- 
tional Schools, and are the schools for the common 
DEODIE wn 

“About three weeks ago Mr. Osborne and I with a 
very good interpreter spent a week in Chiba Prefec- 
ture, making a study of schools in one section, called 
Sambu Gun. The School Reorganization Committee 
of the Japanese Ministry of Education had made all 
plans, and had made a very full schedule which 
included schools in the largest town, in a fishing 
area along the coast, and in townships. The latter 
would seem to us rural schools... Only one school 
in this “gun” had been destroyed by bombing. Its 
classes were being held in seven different places, in- 
cluding two temples... and two in the open under 
pine trees .. . Some of the schools showed consider- 
able freedom of activity among the teachers and 
children. Others were fearfully formal. There were 
many evidences of efforts to make changes ... as 
desirable in democratic education... Teachers be- 
siege all of us in the Education Division to come to 
talk before their teachers .. . Every channel of com- 
munication is used by them and by us, the press and 
radio, etc. : 

s§ Bombed buildings are all about this area 
(Tokyo) ... When one is weary of the devastation 
it is a joy to get out into the rural districts where 
people show the results of normal, human activities. 
The most serious effect of war is its effect on the 
people. Their reaction time has been slowed down by 
nervous tension and lack of food.. -Whenever a 
am in a jeep I am constantly afraid. the criver will 
kill some one who can not react quickly enough to 
get out of the way. Most of the drivers do not think 
in terms of human fatigue and reaction time... 
With assurance of better than usual crops, the popu- 
lation has picked up hope. Many times in meetings 
with educational people, some one thanks us for the 
“MacArthur” food, which tided them over a very bad 
time this summer.” 


We need subscriptions and 
contributions now to 


The Friends Bulletin 


714 W. California 
Pasadena 2, California 


“at least a dollar” 


Friends Boarding School, Barnesville 

The Olney Current, quarterly publication of the 
Friends Boarding School in Barnesville, Ohio, reports 
impressions of new students Erica Herz from Holland 
who has experienced a concentration camp, Elmer 
Takahashi a California boy with experience in Poston 
from which his family went to work with Lynn Rohr- 
bough of Delaware, Ohio, and Thomas RK. Tomayo from 
the Friends school of Holquin, Cuba. 


Resignation of Emmett Gulley 

It is with disappointment that we learn that the 
conflicting forces at Pacific College, Newberg, Oregon 
have required the resignation of President Emmett 
Guliey. In the announcement which comes in the 
Bulletin from the office of the Board of Managers 
the accomplishments of Gulley’s administration are 
listed and then this explanation given: “The resigna- 
tion came as a result of the continued difficulty 
which arose more than a year ago, when Emmett 
Gulley resigned and was requested by the Board to 
return for a period of five years. Lack of cooperation 
on the part of one faction of the board and others 
connected with the institution has made it impossible 
for the present administration to work constructively 
for the advancement of the institution. This faction 
feels that the present administration is not sufficient- 
ly evangelistic to satisfy them and that his work with 
and support of the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee is detrimental to the best interests of the 
church and college.” Unpleasant as it sometimes is 
to depict the ways of Friends one cannot refrain from 
also noting the information in this announcement 
that Gulley’s resignation “...wWwas accepted by a 
majority of one.” In other respects Pacific College 
seems to be heading for its best year with a 68% 
increase in the student body over last year and in- 
terestingly enough 68% of students are Friends, the 
largest in any Friends College. 


Woolman House, Los Angeles 

Woolman House, an interracial international co- 
operative house for women students (1032 W. 36th St., 
Los Angeles, Calif,) has been operating since Sep- 
tember. Recently more space was made available to 
Woolman House by a tenant vacating an upstairs 
apartment. 


Fairhope, Alabama 

Writes Mary Mendenhall (Fairhope, Alabama): 
“Our school (Fairhope Friends Primary School) con- 
tinues to be a great interest in this community. We 
have eight children and my sister, Mabel Stanley, is 
teaching. I am back in my old profession of social 
work in the Dep’t. of Public Welfare in the nearby 
city of Mobile. I retain my deep interest in Friends’ 
education and wish I could do two kinds of work at 
once! We appreciate having John and Ann Rush and 
Ed and Helen Ritter in this locality. If anyone from 
California comes this direction, please, let us know.” 


In the Journal of Higher Education, January ’46, 
Beyd H. Bode, Professor Emeritus at Ohio State Uni- 
versity, assays the Harvard report on General Edu- 
cation in a Free Society with the following summary 
sentences: 

“We may grant cheerfully and without reservation 
that the Report offers many useful suggestions toward 
the improvement of general education. But it fails 
completely to get down to the root of the problem. 
Instead of facing squarely the issue which modern 
science is pressing upon us, it glosses things over by 
arguing that nothing of any great moment has really 
happened, that the values embodied in our heritage 
are what they have always been, that God is in his 
heaven and all’s right with the world. Our civiliza- 
tion is at the crossroads, and it is now faced with 
the question of sheer survival. Tradition needs to be 
reinterpreted, with no holcs barred, if we are to have 
an adequate philosophy of American education.” 
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William Penn College, Iowa 


Cecil E. Hinshaw, president of William Penn Col- 
lege (Oskaloosa, Iowa) made an incisive analysis of 
contemporary “religious education” in a paper read 
to his faculty at the opening of college last Septem- 
ber. Space will not allow full quotation, unfortun- 
ately, but these paragraphs state well a questioning 
which all Quaker schools must answer. 

“If a college such as Penn is to be of service 
to humanity in times like these, its primary re- 
sponsibility is humbly and earnestly to seek a 
faith which can answer man’s desperate need 
today. No ordinary answer will do. Religious 
emphasis weeks, religious gatherings, and all such 
methods, necessary as they are, are nevertheless 
not a sufficient answer. 


“Chief among the futile remedies today is 
salvation by theology. Theology is certainly neces- 
sary and important, but to suppose that men come 
to a vital religious experience by way of theology 
is to contradict the testimony of the saints. Basic- 
ally, theology is an expression of an experience. 
As such, it is the product and not the source of 
religious life. A vital religious movement will 
necessarily develop a theology, but the statement 
of faith will come after the discovery of religious 
experience has been made. If this is recognized, 
it then becomes obvious that any attempt to do 
religious reconstruction at William Penn College 
must be based upon something other than theol- 
ogy. 

“Another false road traveled by many seekers 
today is the hope that churches can be revived 
by an emphasis upon forms of worship. Such 
programs may temporarily strengthen institutions, 
but they are not the primary source of religious 
vitality. As with theology, methods of worship 
are the normal and inevitable outgrowth of an 
experiential relationship with God. They are the 
suffix, rather than the prefix, to religion. It 
should be observed here, since this is a Quaker 
institution, and since Quakers traditionally dis- 
carded all forms of worship, that neither the 
muddled forms of worship characteristic of pas- 
toral Friends Meetings nor the so-called “silent 
meetings” hold the key that unlocks the riches 
for which we are searching. Some of us have very 
definite preferences, but we should understand 
that any form of worship in mature religion is 
the product of a relationship with God which 
transforms all of life. 


“Still another misconception sometimes held 
is that religion is to be equated with particular 
moral standards. Because Penn holds to a pattern 
of life considered puritanical by some, it is all 
the more important that we understand clearly 
that such standards are not the essence of our 
religious faith. Like theology and methods of 
worship, moral standards are essential, and any 
religion lacking them is attenuated and incom- 
plete. Important though they are, however, we 
must never make the mistake of identifying these 
standards irrevocably with our religious faith. 
We can, I believe, give genuine loyalty to these 
moral standards and still understand that we 
should constantly be ready to receive new light 
on them. Early Quakerism approved of drinking 


liquor and of holding men in slavery, but the 
real heart of the movement soon produced a new 
code of ethics on these points. I am much more 
concerned that a man’s personal integrity is intact 
than that he holds to the particular moral stand- 
ards I happen to obey.” 


Air-Age Education News 

Free to all teachers is the publication of the Air- 
Age Education Research (80 E. 42nd St., New York 17, 
N. Y.) called Air Age Education News. Sponsored and 
highly flavored by the American Airlines it contains 
in addition to the ill-concealed advertising extremely 
valuable information directed at high-school age and 
under. International relations and personal conduct 
are combined with news of developments in air travel 
which make exciting reading for all ages. Ben M. 
Cherrington, known to Friends on the Coast, is on the 
Advisory Board of this project. He is also Director of 
the Social Science Foundation at the University of 
Denver. 


Ten Nation Conference, Australia 

Educators from England, Holland, France, Czecho- 
slavakia, Poland, United States, China, Australia, India 
and New Zealand met this fall in Perth in Western 
Australia to recommend steps promoting and enlarg- 
ing the activity of UNESCO (United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization). Five 
recommendations made were: 1) All nations should 
participate in the UNESCO program. 2) Mass support 
for a budget larger than any now planned should be 
mustered throughout the world. 3) Exchange of stu- 
dents and graduates should be simplified by establish- - 
ing international standards of academic achievements. 
4) Science teaching should be revised to stress the 
social responsibilities of scientists. 5) UNESCO should 
include “the popular governments now in process of 
establishment within the defeated countries.” — ; 

(From the Worldover Press) 

Attenders at this conference were two Friends, 
Kees Boeke, Director of the Children’s Commun- 
ity, a school at Bilthoven, Holland (about which 
we plan to report fully in a future issue) and 
Dr. Harry Adams from Staffordshire, England who 
is president of the National Union of Teachers of 
Great Britain and Headmaster of a large secondary 
modern school. 


San Diego Public Schools, California 

San Diego schools launch a three year program — 
of intercultural education after careful planning of 
the program with the Pacific Coast Council on Inter- 
cultural Education (Room 262, Chamber of Commerce 
Bldg., Los Angeles 15, Calif., Stewart G. Cole is Di- 
rector) and have published a manual-syllabus des- 
cribing its plan. (50c through the Council). Typical 
part of the program is a recently held Teacher Insti- 
tute Panel on the theme “Citizenship in a Multi- 
culture Society” led by Arnold Nakajuma for the 
Japanese-Americans, Miss Ataloa for American In- 
dians, Fleyd Covington for Negroes and Ignacio Lopez 
for Mexican-Americans, all well known and capable 
leaders of this area. 


Pacifist Lawyer Approved é 
The Committee of Bar Examiners of the State Bar 
of California has ruled that Orval Etter, Secretary of 
the Northern California Committee of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, may apply for admission to the 
Bar in this state. A sub-committee had originally 
ruled that Etter had failed to establish ‘a good moral. 
character” and that his pacifist activities during the 
war had been inconsistent with the oath required by 
the Bar to “support the Constitution of the United 
States.” Represented by Clarence E. Rust, ACLU 
attorney in Oakland, Etter convinced the state wide 
committee headed by Charles E. Beardsley of Los 
Angeles (son of the late Judge John Bearsley) to 
“rescind, cancel and annul” the sub-committee’s error. 
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Heifers for Relief 

At its November meeting the National Heifer Pro- 
ject Committee decided to continue the project for 
at least two more years. This announcement calls 
for planning on a longer range basis than has been 
previously considered in the west coast area. The 
committee in the east is placing renewed emphasis 
on the raising of good heifer calves and good sires 
for later shipments. 

In line with this decision M. O. Nelson, (15793 Fill- 
bert, San Fernando, Calif.) member of the board of 
the Southern California branch of the Heifers for 
Relief Project, has made his San Fernando Valley 
ranch the headquarters for the project in that area. 
Here will be assumed responsibility for the collection, 
care and distribution of the animals. Nelson is eager 
for every stock raising area to know that the project 
wants heifers from three months old up to and includ- 
ing the age of bearing calves. He would like to in- 
terest breeding associations in the work of the com- 
mittee, emphasizing the need for heifers on the hoof. 

Friends could interest 4H clubs, Future Farmers of 
America groups and other young people’s clubs and 
associations to raise a heifer to be supplied from the 
ranch headquarters. It would be helpful for Friends 
Meetings, churches, service clubs and others to pur- 
chase a heifer for the young people in their com- 
munity to raise. For additional detailed information 
write directly to M. O. Nelson. 

Ralph Smeltzer describes in a letter from Poland 
dated October 26, his visits with families who had 
received heifers. Ralph writes: “... All of the 
heifers looked good and families seemed proud of 
their animals. The farmers will have enough feed 
for the cows this winter, because they feed their cows 
whether there is enough for themselves or not.” 


Hood River Farmers’ Co-op. 

Dorothy Loper (Mosier, Oregon) writes there is in 
Hood River a Farmers’ (Co-op which carries hardware, 
feed, fuel, etc., where they have bought such things 
as electric water pump, kitchen hardware, soap, feed, 
spray, new tires with their dividends applying to the 
membership in the co-op. Dorothy and Clinton Loper 
were managers of the Palo Alto Co-op at one time. 


Personalia 

Clark Kerr, a member of the Pacific Coast As- 
sociation of Friends, has recently been named by 
President Truman as one of twenty-seven Federal 
Labor Mediators for the country ... Helen Stabler, 
former secretary to Homer Morris in the Philadelphia 
office of the American Friends Service Committee 
joins the staff this month in the Pasadena office of 
the Southern California Branch... Travelers to 
Philadelphia from Pasadena area to attend the an- 
nual meetings of the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee in January were Will B. Wickersham, Robert 
Gray, Robert and Etta Vogel, Richard Mills ... Bill 
Kuenning (Box 327, Newark 1, N. J.) writes that the 
journal “Direct Action” is still in production and Bill 
himself is planning on getting married. Bill enclosed 
a card prnted at the Libertarian Print Shop in 
Newark of Dave Dellinger’s with a painting by Lowell 
Naeve ... Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union of Great Britain and a member 
‘of the International Council of the War Resisters’ 
International has a west coast schedule of visitation 
for Washington and Oregon, February 27 to March 6 
and for California, March 8 to 15... Bill Neumann 
(Foundation for Foreign Affairs, 1136 18th St., N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C.) writes; “I’m very busy working 
full time as a research associate in Latin American 
affairs for the Foundation and also teaching two 


courses at Howard University ... Doris and I are 
shaping all our plans toward a return to California 
in a few years.” ... William T. Scott (Turkey Hill 


Road, Northampton, Mass.) writes: “We have bought 
a house, five years old, needing some more WOLKuea a 
lots of work and lots of fun. We have 30 acres of 
woods... Solitude . .. some peace, too!” 


Publications 


Published each month is a newsheet Color Line 
(Carver Features, 121 Beekman Ave., Mt. Vernon, 
New York, $1.00 a year) whose purpose is a “.. re- 
view of democracy in action for the busy American. 
Authentic and informative facts, figures and fashions 
about the Negro American presented in-easy-reading 
capsule form.” Editors are Paul R. Simon and Gerald 
L. Brooks. Headings for these columns of capsules 
are: “Labor and the Negro,” “Religion and the Negro,” 
“Toward Equal Justice,’ “Achievement and Awards,” 
“Interracial Cooperation,’ “No Comment!” Lively 
and much information. 

Readers of the Associated Cooperator (815 Lydia, 
Oakland, California) monthly of the organized co- 
operative movement in California, welcome the new 
format of the paper as it becomes a tabloid edition. 
Now that the appearance and make-up is more lively 
it might be hoped that the style and content would 
reflect a little more of the radical and revolutionary 
nature of the material with which it deals. 


Mutual Health Service 


In the fall of 1946 there was formed through the 
aid of Pacific Oaks Friends School the Mutual Health 
Service. It is an experimental association organized 
within the wider Friends community of the Pasadena 
area for the purpose of providing medical and sur- 
gical care and service to its members on a pre-pay- 
ment basis consistent with national average medical 
costs. It serves as a cooperative sharing enterprise 
insuring members against unusual medical and sur- 
gical expense by equalizing the cost. 

The present experimental association is an out- 
growth of two similar groups, the Medical Budget - 
Association organized in 1937 which became partially 
reorganized in 1939 as the Cooperative Health Service 
of Pasadena, Phillip Wells, M.D., of the West Arcadia 
Medical Group with which the M.H.S. cooperates, and 
Robert Young, accountant, both active in the Orange 
Grove Friends Meeting, have been the principal per- 
sons involved in this development. 

The plan of operation covers such services as gen- 
eral medical and surgical care in home, office, or 
hospital; laboratory examinations; x-ray diagnosis 
and treatment; obstetrical care. Services not included 
are special supplies and medications; i.e., prescrip- 
tions, allergenic extracts, braces, etc.: services of 
specialists; ie., urologist, psychiatrist, dentist, etc.: 
hospitalization or special nurse care: examinations 
and treatments not provided at the Medical Center 
in Arcadia. For this service the present monthly 
fees at present are for single members: $3.00; Two- 
family member: $4.50; Family of 3 or more: $6.00. 
By agreement of the membership a special assessment 
of $1.00 per member-unit will be levied for each new 
baby born to members! Members are encouraged to 
supplement this service with belonging to prepayment 
hospital plans, such as the Blue Cross Plan. 

All basic policy is either made by or subject. to 
review of the general membership of the association. . 
Meetings are held quarterly and are conducted after 
the manner of Friends. 


East-West Studio 

One of the most interesting studios in this southern 
California culture of studios is the East-West Studio 
(3299 Olive Ave., Altadena is mailing address) di- 
rected by Wah Ming Chang and Blanding Sloan. 
Here the personnel, the philosophy and skills are a 
combination of the Orient and the Occident. Scale 
models are made for industrial and architectural dis- 
plays, for topographical illustrating, and a three 
dimensional “puppetoon” motion picture medium, 
which is most adaptable for educational uses. In 
production now is a profoundly moving religious film, 
“The Way of Peace” which utilizes these scale models 
in miniature stage sets. Blanding Sloan and his fam- 
ily are known in co-op circles throughout the state. 
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PACIFIC COAST 
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Clerk: Vern James. Alternate Clark: Bob Boyd. 
Recording Clerk: Otto Frey. Alternate Record- 
ing Clerk: Gerri House. Reading Clerk. Mary 
Hansen. Treasurer: Hannah Erskine. Secretary: 
Helen Stevenson, Box 29, Tracy, California. 


Fallbrook, California 


Bernard and Lee Gross (P.O. Box 533, === a 
Calif.) write: “For the past six months we have been 
living in this delightful part of northern San Diego 
County. We feel somewhat isolated from like-minded 
people here, although there are a number of “Friends” 
in spirit in nearby Vista. We feel that there is a 
nucleus for a consumers co-op and perhaps even for 
a Friends Meeting... The group in Vista has or- 
ganized a Sunday morning discussion group which 
has been reading and discussing books of a more or 
less pacifistic nature ...and meeting at the Com- 
munity Church. Some of these same people have 
formed the “Fair-Play Committee’ and have fought 
injustice to minorities in several instances. 


“At present Bernie is employed here with the local 
newspaper, the Fallbrook Enterprise, in the shop, 
making up and printing the paper. This experience 
has convinced him that he should edit and publish 
his own paper soon ...a small community weekly, 


or some sort of specialized publication . . . We should 
.... like to be in touch with anyone in the same 
line ... with abilities or interests in writing, adver- 


tising, linotyping or printing who might be nterested 
in cooperating in such a venture. 


Mennonite Foreign Relief 


A monthly publication War Sufferers’ Relief Bulle- 
tin (Editor, John A. Hostetler, Akron, Pennsylvania) 
describes the work of the Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee in and through Foreign Centers. Places and 
number of personnel are sufficiently intresting to 
list them: Paraguay—23 workers: Puerto Rico—42; 
Italy—14; Ethiopia—12; India—11; China—28; Phil- 
ippine Islands—11; Denmark—2; Austria—1; France 
—27; Belgium—7; Switzerland—4; Holland—27. These 
statistics are of December 1946 and for each country 
an address for the workers is given. 


Southern California Cooperative Housing 


Two groups have recently come to our attention 
with plans for building cooperatively their own homes. 
Community Homes, Inc. (6272 Yucca St., Hollywood 
28, Calif. Executive Secretary is Ruth Jaffee) a non- 
profit corporation “formed to hold land, build homes 
and operate community facilities’ owns 106 acres in 
the San Fernando Valley for its present 260 members. 
Lots will average 3% to an acre, cost of homes to 
amortize between $55 and $75 a month, maximum 
amount of consumer goods will be purchased by the 
community as a whole. It is modeled on the Radburn 
Village in New Jersey. Drayden Bryant is active in 
the group. 


The other group, Mutual Housing Association, Inc., 
(2014 Laurel Canyon Blvd., Los Angeles 46, Calif., 
Executive Director is Jules Salkin) recently pur- 
chased 800 acres in the Westwood—U.C.L.A. district 
of Los Angeles whose purposes and form of organi- 
zation is very similar to that of Community Homes, 
Inc, MHA (as it identifies itself) is directed by a 
Board elected by membership with each family having 
one vote. Recently this group joined Associated Co- 
operatives of Oakland and are considering investing 
both individual and corporation funds in the develop- 
ment of A.C.’s building materials program. We look 
eagerly for news of development of both these pro- 
jects. 


Cowboy to Poland 
(Continued from Page 1) 


Inflation is still bolstered by an “open” black 
market. The average wage of a man per day, we 
were told, was 150 zlotychs — $1.50 in American 
money. A! two pound loaf of bread cost 60z, 
butter a pound 200z., sugar a pound 100z., work 
shoes 7500-8000z., dress shirts 700-800z. Poland 
has a rationing system, we understood, which 
entitles the holders of ration books to purchase 
food at reduced prices. However, the amount 
of food purchasable with a book issued monthly 
lasts about a week. 


Uncertain as the future may be here for us, 
it surely holds more for us materially than it 
does for our neighbors across the sea. For them 
there can only be a minimum of food, clothing 
and shelter; apparently a minimum of political 
and religious freedom, a lack of trust in fellow- 
man and neighbor. For us, a little better, perhaps, 
but . . . quo vadis? 


Ernest Von SEGGERN. 
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